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BISHOP JUSTIN BIANCHINI AND BROTHER LEN NEWMAN 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [1.00 pm]: Today I would like to acknowledge two men who have touched 
the lives of many in the midwest. Bishop Justin Bianchini was brought up in New Norcia, the son of 
a stonemason. He served at Highgate parish, Perth Cathedral parish, Kalgoorlie, Nedlands and Guildford 
Seminary, and as Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Geraldton since 1992—one of the largest in the world, 
stretching as far north as Port Hedland. The bishop speaks of the change in the pace of life and the many 
blessings from new technology, which also complicates and fills people’s lives. Family life is very important, 
and the biggest challenge for the church now is to try to bring the gospel of Christ to the people. A much-loved 
leader, I wish Bishop Justin a long, peaceful and enjoyable retirement. 
Brother Len Newman was born in Western Australia in 1937 and was educated at Spearwood Convent School 
and Christian Brothers College, Fremantle. At 19 years of age, Len had a beach accident and was expected to 
die. He recovered and had to learn to walk again. Len chose to become a non-teaching Christian brother and took 
his final vows on Christmas Day 1963. After starting at Bindoon, Len was transferred to St Mary’s Agricultural 
School, Tardun, in 1970 as one of eight lay brothers, and became the farm manager in 1973. Founded in 1928, 
Tardun closed as a place of teaching and ministry in 2009. It was sold in 2014, 86 years after it was founded. In 
2014, Len was the last brother to leave, having served there for 44 years. I acknowledge a good man who 
struggled physically and simply served others. 
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